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 University of California Transportation Center 
Request for Faculty Research Proposals from UC ____ (specify campus)
FY 2012-2013
PROPOSALS DUE: March 15, 2012
AWARD PERIOD:  START -- MID-2012; END DATE -- MID-2013 (precise dates to be determined)
BACKGROUND 

UCTC was recently awarded a federal University Transportation Center grant as the Region 9 center of the US Department of Transportation and with joint funding support by Caltrans.  Each of the six UCTC campuses is conducting a separate call for faculty research proposals, and thus this call is being managed by UC ___ (specify campus) in partnership with UCTC’s headquarters office. 

As the Region 9 University Transportation Center, UCTC’s research mission spans three important, and not unrelated, topics: environmental sustainability, economic competitiveness, and livability. Research proposals are to be in one or more of these focus areas.  Research may be in any discipline and multidisciplinary topics are encouraged when appropriate. UCTC’s research focuses on surface (ground) transportation however proposals on air or maritime transportation topics that have significant surface transportation components among the three focus areas will be considered.

PROPOSALS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN MARCH 15, 2012, CLOSE OF BUSINESS. PROPOSALS MUST BE emailed (or submitted online) to _______
ELIGIBILITY FOR RESEARCH PROJECT AWARDS

You must be approved to serve as a Principal Investigator at UC ___ (specify campus) to apply for a UCTC research project award. 

Research project awards will be made to individuals or teams of researchers. The Principal Investigator must be a faculty member or eligible PI at UC_____(specify campus). Other UC researchers may be included in the proposal with their salary covered in place of the PI’s, however the PI remains responsible for the project. Researchers from other universities in Federal Region 9 may be included through a subcontract with the PI’s campus. 

Visiting scholars officially affiliated with UC are also eligible to be included on the same basis as other UC affiliates.  Researchers not affiliated with UC or another Region 9 university are not ordinarily eligible for funding through the UCTC program, although exceptions may be approved if special circumstances warranting the exception are fully explained in the proposal. 


ONE GRANT AT A TIME

UCTC requires that a PI may have only one open UCTC research award at a time. If you have a current project with UCTC, IT MUST BE COMPLETED AND A FINAL REPORT/PAPER MUST BE SUBMITTED before you will be allowed to begin a new research project should your proposal be funded.  

PIs may submit only one proposal. If a PI is participating in several proposals as a co-PI or other faculty participant, the PI should apportion her or his time to reflect percentage commitments to each proposed project

FUNDING LEVEL

The maximum grant that will be awarded is $120,000.  Faculty grants are intended to seed new research and support moderate-level studies as opposed to large, multi-year research efforts. Please be sure to complete your budgets diligently. Should you require non-resident tuition (NRT) support, this will need to be funded through a different source.  Thus NRT support is not to be included in the submitted budget for this proposal.  You should communicate your desire to hire a non-resident student and obtain NRT support in a cover letter to the Associate Director on your campus at the time this proposal is submitted.  All NRT requests will be scrutinized closely. If a PI requests an NRT and a non-resident student researcher is not hired, NRT funds for the project will not be released.  A PI may not use NRT funds for another purpose.

SEPARATE PROGRAM FOR DISSERTATION GRANTS  

Faculty members seeking funding for dissertation students should inform doctoral students of UCTC’s Dissertation grant program.  Faculty members should not submit a proposal to support dissertation work under this faculty research grant program but instead should direct the student to apply for a dissertation grant. Research that substantially supports a dissertation will not be funded through a faculty research grant.  
PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE
Successful applicants receive one-year grants, with funding provided for the fall term or earlier, pending the release of federal funds and matching support from Caltrans.  Project completion dates will be one year from the start date.  
As discussed in the “Reporting Requirements” Section, each annual grant must produce useful products including a final report for the work for the year in question. Failure of the PI to submit a final product will weigh heavily on the consideration of future applications from this PI. 
PROPOSAL CONTENT   

Your proposal must include the following:

PART A - TO BE SENT TO EXTERNAL REVIEWERS 

1)  Title page and abstract (not to exceed 200 words – ONE PAGE MAXIMUM) 

2)  A description of proposed research - not to exceed 10 pages, double-spaced, with minimum 11 pt font and 1” margins.  Include page numbers at the bottom center of each page. The description of the research must include the following: 

· Problem Statement - Background and Description of Proposed Research 

· Relevance to one or more of UCTC’s three primary areas of research: environmental sustainability, economic competitiveness, and livability.
· Methodology 

· Task Descriptions 

· Expected Results and Products

· Key References 

Appendices may be added at the author's discretion; they count toward the 10-page maximum.

ANY PROPOSAL THAT EXCEEDS THE PAGE LIMIT (10 pages plus one page cover sheet, 11 pages maximum) WILL BE NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR FUNDING.
PART B - FOR INTERNAL UCTC REVIEW ONLY 

1) A UCTC cover sheet - ONE PAGE MAXIMUM (form attached - abstract should be the same as in Part A). 

2) A staffing plan (not to exceed one page) describing the proposed role of each of the research participants, including student participants. Describe both budgeted and pro bono time on the project. 

3) A summary - not more than two pages - of the P.I.’s research accomplishments from past UCTC or other University Transportation Center (UTC) research grants (if any).  List all products supported by the UCTC (or other UTC) grants, including working papers, reports, journal articles, or other publications produced, conferences attended, testimony given, and public service provided. Also list all participation in UCTC (or other UTC) activities including conferences and meetings, committee assignments, and grant reviews. Copies of all publications from previous UCTC (or other UTC) grants must be submitted to UCTC Headquarters (emailed to UCTC Director) before a subsequent award will be given. This is critically important as a PI’s past performance will weigh heavily in evaluating applications. Electronic files are to be in Word (2007 or later).  
4)  A statement identifying any research funding from other agencies related to the topic of this proposal, including proposals submitted, or to be submitted, related to this proposal.  (Full disclosure is required. Multiple sponsors are encouraged, and this will not lessen the probability of a successful application.) 

5) A brief resume or CV (not to exceed two pages) for each of the principal research participants. 

PART C – FOR INTERNAL UCTC REVIEW ONLY

PART C is the budget for the one-year project.  Spreadsheet templates for Part C are available on-line from UCTC’s web site: http://uctc.net/grantsandadmin/facultygrants.shtml.  Submit these as SEPARATE EXCEL FILES, USING THE PROVIDED TEMPLATES. Note that one spreadsheet is the full budget, and the other is a summary budget spreadsheet. Please complete both spreadsheets.

PART C MUST BE SUBMITTED BY FILLING OUT THE EXCEL TEMPLATE FILES – NO EXCEPTIONS!
PREPARING YOUR BUDGET 

The maximum grant that will be awarded is $120,000.  UCTC will not process any budget amendments for grants funded in the FY 2012-13 award cycle. Faculty must be diligent is preparing budgets.  Also, non-resident tuition (NRT) requests are not to be included in the budget but rather should be communicated separately in a cover letter to the UCTC Associate Director on your campus. 

Your budget may include:

1. One summer month per faculty PI, except non-tenured Assistant Professors who can request up to two months summer salary. (UCTC reserves the right to limit PI salaries if necessitated by unexpected funding reductions in the UCTC budget.)

2. One student researcher per PI, funded up to half-time for the academic year and as much as 100% time for up to 3 summer months.

3. Corresponding employee benefits.

4. Travel of up to $3000 for conferences, meetings, and miscellaneous project expenses.  Higher amounts must be clearly justified, in detail.

5. Supplies and expenses (materials, copies, computer expenses, postage and shipping, etc.) up to $4000.  Higher amounts must be justified in detail.

6. Nonresident tuition.  Non-resident tuition (NRT) will be provided under a separate grant, thus NRT should not be included in this budget request.  NRT support will be provided only if the student researcher is demonstrated to be a non-resident. US citizens are eligible for nonresident tuition for one year only – they are expected to establish residency in California after one year.  Non-resident tuition requests will be scrutinized closely. If a PI requests NRT support, and a non-resident student researcher is not hired, NRT funds will not be released. A PI may not use NRT funds for other purposes.
7. Indirect charges.  UC has entered into a new agreement with Caltrans that all funded research include a 17.5% indirect charge for overhead expenses.  This must be included in all budgets. 
Please note that UCTC budgets do NOT permit some expenses. In particular:

1. No equipment is permitted (dollar amount for equipment is $5000 or more).

2. Foreign travel is not permitted. 

3. Do NOT include administrative staff in your budgets. Administrative expenses are not permitted.
 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

PART A, PART B, and PART C must be submitted electronically as two separate electronic files to ____________ (Associate Director’s name and email) no later than March 15, 2012.  Parts A & B must be submitted in Word (2007 or higher).  Part C must be submitted in Excel.  Please do not submit files in PDF format unless you cannot submit in Word. Please name files using the P.I.’s name, e.g., SmithPartA.doc, SmithPartB.doc. Normally, receipt of your proposal will be acknowledged within two working days.  
  

Your draft proposal will be peer reviewed and adjustments to the scope or budget may be made. If UCTC approves your proposal or a revision thereof, you will be asked to follow the rules for submitting your final proposal.

REVIEW PROCEDURES

Awards are made on a competitive, peer-reviewed basis.  All proposals will be reviewed by at least two qualified individuals. Reviewers include both academics (not from the PI’s campus) and high-level research professionals, including senior research staff from USDOT and Caltrans. Proposal evaluation will factor heavily a PI’s on-time performance and timely submittal of working papers from past projects.  
Part A of each proposal will be submitted for confidential single-blind external review by university researchers or senior research professionals with expertise in the topic(s) addressed by the proposal. Comments of external reviewers will be provided to all applicants. Applicants are free to respond to these comments by submitting the response to the UCTC Associate Director on your campus. 

Part B will be evaluated by a panel formed by the UCTC Associate Director for your campus as well as UCTC’s headquarters office (the UCTC Director and Assistant Director). If the applicant has previously received a UCTC grant, the applicant’s accomplishments under the earlier grant and his or her participation in UCTC activities will be weighed in making funding decisions.

Part C will be reviewed by the UCTC’s Associate Director for your campus as well as the UCTC Director. Some proposals may be funded at a reduced level, or funding may be contingent on a revision to the proposal. 

The reviews of Parts A-C form the basis for project selection. External reviews of Part A will carry the most weight. 
UCTC RESEARCH POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS
Researchers supported by the UCTC are expected to become active members in the UC-wide transportation research community. In accepting a UCTC grant, recipients commit themselves to provide copies of all research publications, including journal articles, to UCTC headquarters. Twice a year, researchers must provide a brief synopsis of progress on their grants, including expenditures, for inclusion in required reports to sponsors.  These are to be submitted to the UCTC Associate Director on your campus.  We also request that grant recipients submit brief accounts of significant research findings for publication in ACCESS magazine, UCTC’s twice-yearly publication. Grant recipients are also strongly encouraged to prepare a UCTC Policy Brief of their research findings.  From time to time we will call upon grant recipients to participate in UCTC-sponsored conferences, webinars, and symposia, including the annual student conference sponsored by UCTC.

Researchers are expected to acknowledge the support provided by UCTC in all presentations and publications resulting from the research. Research results may not be provided to other funding agencies or firms without full disclosure of UCTC funding. In turn, UCTC will not knowingly support research that is being funded or proposed for funding in whole or in part by other agencies or organizations without a specific agreement for joint funding. Failure to disclose other proposed or in-hand research funding for a project substantially similar to a UCTC project is grounds for termination of a UCTC grant. 

Graduate student contributions to research projects must be acknowledged in any publication resulting from research using UCTC funds. Acknowledgment may be by footnote or by co-authorship of reports and articles, depending upon the nature and extent of student contributions. For further information, please contact the UCTC Director. 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

UCTC must submit formal reports to our sponsors each year, including a status report on all research projects. Accordingly, in accepting a UCTC grant, the PI agrees to the following. Failure to do so will weigh heavily in the review of a PI’s future grant applications. 

1) For a project to be officially completed, a working paper must be submitted immediately upon completion of the research project—prior to submission and publication in journals. It should correspond closely to the awarded topic. The title and scope of the paper must be consistent with the title and scope of the funded project.  Journal articles and published papers submitted as the product of a research grant must acknowledge UCTC funding support.
2) When a PI submits a published paper, the PI may choose to have the published paper posted online with a reference to its superseding the earlier working paper. 

3) UCTC sponsors continue to stress the importance of disseminating research results in 
a concise, easy-to-read format.  To ensure UCTC research reaches a wider audience, recipients of grants will be required to do at least one of the following within one year of concluding the work: (a) publish a shorter version of the working paper in ACCESS or similar professional publication; (b) write a 500-600-word, 2-page UCTC Policy Brief; (c) present the work in a Caltrans-UTC webinar.

4) The PI agrees to submit to the Associate Director from her or his campus a brief (1 page) progress report bi-annually for the project until the project is completed.  Progress reports shall comply with guidelines and format for the Transportation Research Board’s Research in Progress (RiP) database a project description for each project. The TRB RiP website http://rip.trb.org/browse/additions.asp provides examples.

5) The PI agrees to submit to the Associate Director from her or his campus a report on expenditures bi-annually for the project until the project is completed.  
6) The PI agrees to provide UCTC headquarters, forwarded to the UCTC Director, copies of all journal articles, conference papers, working papers, and reports produced with UCTC funding, including items based on the work that are completed after the grant has ended. The PI also will acknowledge UCTC as a financial contributor in these products.
7) The PI agrees to provide information on all students engaged on UCTC-sponsored projects, whether funded or unfunded, as required from time to time by UCTC and its sponsors.
  

If additional reporting is required, UCTC will inform PIs. UCTC also will provide information on the required report format on its web page and will handle required submittals to sponsors and designated recipients.
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COVER SHEET FOR RESEARCH PROPOSAL PART B 
ONE PAGE MAXIMUM

PROJECT TITLE: 
  
PROJECT DIRECTOR 
Name: 
Dept.: 
Campus Address:
Campus Phone: 
E-mail : 
   
OTHER KEY ACADEMIC PARTICIPANTS 
Name: 
Dept.: 
Campus Address: 
Campus Phone :
E-mail : 
    
ABSTRACT (200 word max.):
  
  





 
KEYWORDS:
  
Research Objective (1 sentence): 

  
Tasks (brief listing): 

  

  

Relationship to Other UCTC Research: 
_____   New Project 
_____
Continuation: Year ____ 
_____
Other (Explain) ______________________ 
  
Potential Benefits (1 sentence): 
  

  

Total Cost: $_______________ 
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