             UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION CENTER

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION RESEARCH GRANTS

APPLICATION DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2010, 5 p.m.
The University of California Transportation Center (UCTC), with financial support from the U.S. Department of Transportation and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), will offer doctoral dissertation grants of up to $20,000 each year. Awards are made each Fall and Winter. Students may be from any department or program on any UC campus (except Davis, whose students should contact the Davis campus). Applicants must have advanced to candidacy for the Ph.D. degree prior to the application deadlines and must be carrying out dissertation research on surface transportation topics, with a focus on systems analysis and policy. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS

Applicants must submit one (1) paper copy and one electronic copy (in Word) of their proposals to the University of California Transportation Center prior to the deadline (Wednesday, April 7, 2010, 5 p.m.). Applicants whose proposals are not selected the first time they apply may reapply in the next application period.

 

CONTENT OF APPLICATION

Applications must include:

1) A completed cover sheet (see attached form)

2) A curriculum vita, not to exceed two pages

3) A synopsis of the dissertation proposal, not to exceed five single spaced pages in 11 point type or larger, organized as follows:

a) the research problem and its relevance to U.S. surface transportation policy

b) research approach, including tasks to be completed, methodology, and data sources

c) expected results and their significance for U.S. surface transportation

d) schedule for completion of all tasks. The dissertation must be submitted to UCTC no later than two years following receipt of the grant. If you do not expect to file the dissertation in the next two years, please do not apply for a grant until you can meet the schedule.

4) Graduate school transcripts. You may submit a copy of your most recent academic record. An unofficial electronic copy is sufficient. 

5) A letter of nomination from your principal academic advisor. The letter of nomination must include either a statement that the nominee has advanced to candidacy or the official certification of the date of advancement to candidacy. Applications will not be considered if the applicant has not advanced to candidacy.  The letter also should comment on the probability that the candidate will be able to file the dissertation within the two-year deadline.

 

SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF GRANT

The pool of applicants will be reviewed by a committee of faculty from several UC campuses, appointed by the UCTC Director. Grants will be awarded on the basis of the reviewers’ assessments of the originality and significance of the research topic, the applicant’s overall record of academic and professional accomplishment, and the relevance of the research topic to current issues in transportation policy and systems analysis. 
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

Funds will be transferred to the recipients’ home campuses at the start of the next regular academic term, ordinarily. However, the timing and level of the awards are subject to the receipt of funds from UCTC sponsors, particularly per the note above regarding federal transportation authorization. 

OTHER CONDITIONS

Awards are for one year and are conditional on the student working on the dissertation topic as described in the grant application. If the student decides for any reason to change dissertation topics or to terminate doctoral studies, the student must notify UCTC immediately and a pro rata share of the grant must be returned to UCTC.

Award recipients must provide UCTC with a paper copy and electronic version in PDF of the dissertation when it is completed.

Award recipients agree to acknowledge UCTC support in the dissertation itself and in any publications that may stem from it. Award recipients also agree to provide UCTC with information on their employment choices upon graduation, as required by US DOT.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST:

___ Dissertation Grant Application Cover Sheet (See attached form)

___ Synopsis of the Dissertation Proposal - 5 pages max.

___ Curriculum Vita - 2 pages max.

___ Graduate Transcript (unofficial copy OK)

___ Letter of Nomination with Certification or Statement of Advancement to Candidacy

Collate these documents into a complete set, and submit 1 paper copy of the set. Also submit one electronic copy of the set to dissertations@uctc.net. Please email a single, combined file only.  Applications are due on Wednesday, April 7, 2010, 5 p.m.

MAIL APPLICATION PACKETS TO:

Dissertation Grant Committee

University Of California Transportation Center

2614 Dwight Way, 2nd Floor

University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720-1782

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION CENTER

COVER SHEET FOR DOCTORAL DISSERTATION GRANT APPLICATION
Project Title:

Doctoral Candidate: 

Student’s Home Mailing Address and Home Phone:

 

Student’s Campus Mailing Address, Phone, and Fax (If any): 

 

Student’s E-mail Address:
Are you a U.S. Citizen? yes __ no __

If no, do you have Permanent Resident status? yes __ no __ 

FACULTY SUPERVISOR (name, title, dept., campus address, phone, fax & email)

 

OTHER DISSERTATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS (name, title, dept., campus address, phone, fax & email)

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (200-word abstract)

KEY WORDS:

